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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 1 154 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS ZA CG 

SUB J : ZAIRIAN REFUGEES IN ZAMBIA 

REF: LUSAKA 1111 

1 . MISSIONARY CONTACTS AND UNHCR REP IN LUSAKA CONFIRM THAT 
SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OF ZAIRIAN REFUGEES HAVE ARRIVED IN 
ZAMBIA FROM THE MUTSHATSHA AREA. BOTH SOURCES AGREE THAT 
REFUGEES BEGAN MOVING INTO ZAMBIA ABOUT TEN DAYS AGO, 

COINCIDING WITH ZAIRIAN COUNTER OFFENSIVE. TOTAL NUMBER 

OF REFUGEES IS NOT KNOWN; UNHCR REP IS USING THE FIGURE 
TWO TO THREE HUNDRED. 

2. AT GRZ’ REQUEST UNHCR HAS AGREED TO LOOK AFTER THE ZAIRIAN 
REFUGEES. PRESENT PLAN IS FOR THEM TO BE MOVED FROM THE 
BORDER REGION TO THE MEHABA REFUGEE CAMP, NOW USED FOR 
ANGOLAN REFUGEES. ACCORDING TO FRAGMENTARY REPORTS AVAILABLE 
TO UNHCR, MOST OF THE ZAIRIANS APPEAR READY TO RETURN TO 

ZAIRE AS SOON AS THE FIGHTING CALMS DOWN. MANY OF THE 
ZAIRIANS HAVE INDICATED THAT THEY WORK FOR THE ZAIRIAN 
RAILROAD (SCNZ). 
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